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Use a single line in the chat to tell us:

The general role you most identify with in higher ed: 

EXAMPLES: student, administrator, staff, faculty, legislator, public, etc

One word to describe how you felt this week at work/school:

EXAMPLES: [i wouldn’t purport to point you in a particular direction!]





We now think of a 
college education as 
an individual good, 
rather than a 
collective good that 
benefits society.

Tressie McMillan Cottom
Lower Ed





The College 
Earnings Premium

114%

real but reductive



If you go to college, 
you personally

● Will be less likely to be unemployed;
● Will be healthier;
● Will be less likely to become disabled;
● Will be less likely to go to prison;
● Will be more satisfied with your life;
● Will have a better marriage;
● Will have a 25% lower mortality rate;
● Will live seven years longer!Many of those benefits 

will be passed to your 

children whether or not 

THEY go to college!



If more people in a 
region go to college

● All people make more money;
● Greater tax revenues;
● Reduced need for public assistance;
● More people volunteer and give to charity;
● More people vote;
● More people interact and trust people in the 

neighborhoods;
● Lowered crime rates.ROI in college students 

for taxpayers: 10.3%

ROI to state and local 

gov’ts: 3.1%
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For higher education to be a tool for equity, 
and a key contributor to the public good…

what would have to change?

https://unsplash.com/photos/9o8YdYGTT64?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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• 23% of low-income sophomores worked a job 
between the hours of 10pm-8am.

• Survey at 10 community colleges (4312 
students responding): 1 in 5 students were  
hungry, 13% were homeless.

• 50-80% of sticker price comes from non-tuition 
costs.

• The average net price for a year at community 
college equals 40% of a low-income family's 
annual income. 

• A year at public university ranges from 16-25% 
of a middle-class family's annual income.

• 60% of Americans ages 25-64 don't have a 
college credential, but 22% of them earned 
credits trying to get one. 



2016



Source: https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/chart-of-the-day-or-century-3/ 

“There are millions of students out there who are making very painful 
trade offs in the purchase of learning materials relative to paying the 
rent, paying for basic needs, food, etc. We as an industry have chosen 
for a long time to basically ignore that—or have more or less been 
paying lip service to them.”
Michael Hansen, CEO, Cengage (2018)

https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/chart-of-the-day-or-century-3/




“Inclusive access is like leasing a fire 
extinguisher from a serial arsonist.”

Rajiv Jhangiani



Access is good, 
right?

Is access what 
we’re going for?



Saving money.

Providing access 
to content. 

Kinda transactional.





I think that the implicit goal, or 
argument, for liberal education is 
that it actually does change people. 
The educational goal is a 
transformational mental model 
rather than a transactional one.

Wendy Fischman, Harvard University



I can’t promise transformation to 
anyone, any more so than I can 
promise that a text that was 
transformative to me is going to be 
transformative to you, and so I don’t 
want to turn transformational 
learning into a commodity.
Laura DeSisto, Johns Hopkins University





Open Pedagogy

Strives toward 
social justice

Encourages 
learners to drive

Sees knowledge as 
connected & 
collaborative

CC0 Alan Levine
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“Open Education is the development of free digitally enabled learning 
materials and experiences primarily by and for the benefit and 
empowerment of non-privileged learners who may be 
under-represented in education systems or marginalised in their 
global context. 

Success of social justice aligned programs can be measured not by any 
particular technical feature or format, but instead by the extent to 
which they enact redistributive justice, recognitive justice and/or 
representational justice.”

Lambert (2018)



Social Justice Principle Explanation Example

Redistributive justice Allocation of material or 
human resources towards 
those who by 
circumstance have less

Free educational resources 
to learners who cannot 
afford them

Recognitive justice Recognition and respect 
for cultural and gender 
difference

Socio-cultural diversity in 
the open curriculum

Representational justice Equitable representation 
and political voice

Co-construction of OER 
about learners of colour by 
learners of colour



Access, broadly writ.

Access to knowledge & 
Access to knowledge creation
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Student-Centered → Learner-Driven
Learners as Designers of Learning

Learners as Contributors to Knowledge
Learners as Transformers of the World
Learners as Agents of Their Learning

CC0 Alan Levine
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Content

↓

Community

CC0 Alan Levine





Deeper learning (Farzan & Kraut, 2013)

Evaluate and defend credibility of 
sources (Marentette, 2014)

Write more concisely and think 
more critically (Farzan & Kraut, 2013)

Collaborate with students from 
around the world (Karney, 2012)

Provide and receive constructive 
feedback (Ibrahim, 2012)

Enhance digital literacy (Silton, 2012)

Communicate ideas to a general 
audience (APS, 2013)





Why have students 
answer questions when 
they can write them?







The content was reviewed by our peers 
using the Academic Senate for California 
Community Colleges Open Educational 
Resources Initiative Evaluation Rubric and 
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Anti-Racism 
Audit Framework.

The manuscript is openly licensed to offer 
our readers the opportunity to revise, 
remix, redistribute, reuse, retain, and 
expand the literature to fit learning needs. 
We encourage you to think about and 
consider your own family history, stories, 
and traditions as you explore and build on 
this content.



OpenPedagogy.org
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Q&A

Robin DeRosa


